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� e Community Knowledge Initiative (CKI) was established 
at NUI Galway in 2004 and originally funded by the Atlantic 
Philanthropies to foster deeper commitments to community, 
civic engagement and social responsibility. A core function of 
the CKI has been to educate students for their role as active 
citizens and to ensure that the NUI Galway is a valuable 
resource to local, national and global communities.  

h� ps://cki.nuigalway.ie/ 

NUI Galway was the � rst university in Ireland to develop 
this commitment and since that time other universities and 
institutes of technology have followed their lead.
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Since 2015 Bright Club 
Ireland has hosted 43 national 
events, trained 120 academics 
stand up comedians, 
3,500 LIVE AUDIENCE 
MEMBERS, online audience 
of 30,000

Since its’ founding in 2012 
3343 STUDENTS 
have successfully 
participated in the Youth 
Academy, o� ered 226 
courses, worked with 345 
schools

Since 2004 15,000 
STUDENTS have 
participated in 40 courses, 
supervised and supported by 
200 academics, and engaged 
with over 3000 community 
partners through Community 
Service Learning

Since 2004 ALIVE 
has awarded 
12,000 STUDENT 
VOLUNTEERS, 
worked with 1000 
community partners, 
clubs and societies 

� e CKI helped develop a national culture and practice of civic 
engagement and social responsibility in Irish higher education.  It 
founded Campus Engage in 2007 - the Irish network to support civic 
and social engagement in higher education with the community with 
UL, DCU and NUI Maynooth. � e purpose of Campus Engage is 
to kick-start and sustain civic engagement activities across higher 
education in Ireland so as to make the higher education system 
relevant, accessible and resourceful to the wider community.  Campus 
Engage a� er a decade of practice is now a fully resourced activity, 
funded by the seven universities and based at the Irish Universities 

Association in Dublin.  Irish higher education policy also now has 
made civic engagement and social responsibility a pillar of the system. 

In 2014 the CKI led the development of Europe Engage with 
the Autonomous University of Madrid and ten other European 
universities and countries.  Europe Engage is the European network for 
community service learning and civic engagement. Europe Engage was 
funded by EU Erasmus+ Programme and now works with hundreds of 
universities in Europe to promote civic engagement in the curriculum 
and the development of community service learning modules.

Over the last � � een years, 
the CKI at NUI Galway 
has developed a series of 
pathways that connect the 
university, its sta�  and students 
to the community through 
volunteering, the curriculum, 
research, knowledge sharing and 
public engagement. Some of 
these include:

Youth Academy
� e CKI co-founded the Youth Academy in 2012 that is a mini-university 
catering for 10-12 year olds and provides a suite of bespoke courses every 
semester.  

Bright Club Ireland 
Bright Club Ireland is a public engagement project that uses comedy to bring 
academic research to the public.  It is a national project, funded by Science 
Foundation Ireland and the Community Knowledge Initiative, among others.

University of Sanctuary
� e University of Sanctuary Initiative is a collaborative group of sta� , students, 
and community partners aiming to increase public awareness of both the 
global refugee crisis and Traveller-speci� c issues across in an e� ort to address 
the low levels of participation of both minority groups in higher education. 
Both groups are too frequently excluded from participation in education due 
to iniquitous societal barriers, and we feel that through our actions we can 
make NUI Galway a much more inclusive and equitable campus.  

THE CKI HAS ALSO PLAYED A LEADERSHIP ROLE NATIONALLY IN IRELAND AND IN EUROPE.

Café Saol 
Established on a pilot basis in 2015, Café Saol is the � rst and 
only social enterprise café on a higher education campus in 
Ireland.  It became a mainstream NUI Galway catering facility 
in 2018 based at the Institute for Lifecourse and Society 
(ILAS).  � is café promotes inclusive employment practices, 
sustainable composting and works with local suppliers to 
create a healthy west of Ireland menu.  

ALIVE Volunteer Programme 
� e NUI Galway Volunteer Programme o� ers bespoke 
volunteering experiences and a certi� cate from the President 
to students who have contributed positively as student 
volunteers to community and society both on and o�  campus.

Community Service Learning
Students in their degree programmes engage and problem 
solve with community and use their academic knowledge in a 
real world capacity.


